
In the Name of God, the All-beneficent, the All-merciful 

Introductory Announcement Regarding 
the New Crescent of the Month of Shawwal (Eid al-Fitr) 1430 AH 

To all believers in North America, 
 
May the peace and blessings of God be upon you and we ask God to accept your fasting and deeds 
in this Holy Month. In preparation for the announcement regarding the month of Shawwal's new 
crescent, we would like to ask that you direct your attention to the following: 
 
POSSIBILITY OF SIGHTING 
Based on the consensus of our scholars regarding the need for sighting the new crescent to establish 
the new lunar month, the possibility of sighting the new crescent with the naked eye for the month 
of Shawwal's new crescent in North America at sunset on Saturday, September 19th, will be 
minimum. The possibilities increase slightly for some areas like Miami, Florida, Houston and Austin, 
Texas, and San Diego, California. Accordingly, the members of the Crescent Committee of the 
Council of Scholars are coordinating closely with a many concerned individuals and centers in the 
aforementioned areas, in order to determine the status of the new crescent. At the same time, the 
Crescent Committee hopes that the believers in these areas go out and try to sight the new crescent, 
if the weather permits. If the crescent is sighted, please let us know immediately by calling the 
following phone numbers: 

3133039280 - 3139147045 - 3139147042 - 7149913270 

 
WHEN IS THE EID? 

 This is a list of the possibilities but please keep in mind the final determination is dependent on the sighting of the new 
crescent, and its verification at sunset on Saturday September 19th, 2009. 
 
For those who are emulating his eminence Grand Ayatullah Sayyid al-Sistani (may God 
prolong his life.) 

 In the event of sighting reports from any locality in North America takes place and are 
verified at sunset Saturday September 19th, 2009, then Sunday September 20th, will be 
the first day of the month of Shawwal in the areas where the new crescent is sighted 
and in areas that share the same curve of sighting. 

 In the event where no sightings were reported from any locality in North America at sunset 
Saturday September 19th, 2009, then Monday September 21st, 2009 would be the first 
day of Shawwal. 

For those who are emulating his eminence the Late Grand Ayatullah Sayyid al-Khoei (may 
God Bless his soul) 

 In the event of sighting reports taking place and are verified on sunset Saturday September 
19th, 2009  then Sunday September 20th, will be the first day of the month of 
Shawwal. 



WHAT IS THE CURVE OF SIGHTING:  
According to the criteria of his eminence Grand Ayatullah Sayyid Sistani (may God prolong his life) 
in determining the curve of sighting between two cities:  

 If the visibility of the new crescent is established in one city, then it can be established in the 
other cities where the new crescent is "close in altitude and size".  

 One can check the following website for the altitude and size of the new crescent in their 
localities click here. 

MORE DETAILS  
For more details, and to know the criteria in determining the beginning of the lunar months, please 
see the following text click here.  

Thank you. 
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 
 

 
 
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  |3133039280|3139147045|3139147042|
7149913270|  

 
  



 19
20

 
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 
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20 

 
 

       
 

    
http://aa.usno.navy.mil/data/docs/AltAz.php 
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